WILD   LIFE   IN   TRAVANCORE
as the provision of facilities for the visitors and tourists would automatically yield a good income and would place the question of preservation of Wild Life on a paying basis. The magnificiant natural conditions obtaining in these wonderful tracts seem to be specially designed for a National Park at the smallest expense to Government, The whole Catchment Area of the Lake is 160 square miles. The Lake which is formed by damming the Periyar river is about 21 miles in length. It is protected on three sides by natural boundaries in the shape of precipitous cliffs and, hence, entails no expense for fences of any kind, nor walls or guards as in the case of National Parks elsewhere. Another advantage is that it has a perpetual water supply for the animals which, when they come for quenching their thirst, can be easily seen even in definite places and at certain stated hours. In other places where there is difficulty in getting water the game frequently shift from one place to another according to the convenience of water supply, for one area of marshes may dry up at certain seasons of the year when the animals naturally go to another place where water may be available for a certain time. But here in this blessed part of the country the Lake never dries and has always enough water for the animals. The temperature also is neither too hot nor too cold. Apart from the thrills of joy or pleasure which a visitor may feel on seeing Wild Life in their usual habitat, the scenery all round is so superb that it alone will repay all the trouble and expense to which one may be put in undertaking that thrill of a journey. It is not every part of the world that presents such a magnificent sight to man. The beautifully laid out Lake is itself an inducement for a cruise which can be had in perfect peace, joy and eternal solitude which add to the enjoyment. As you cruise leisurely along, you can see Wild Life in their natural habitat either quenching their thirst, or grazing unconcernedly in the. hills, When we were cruising on this Lake on.our ireiurn